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Principal’'s Column - Presentation Assembly Speech

Congratulations go to all major academic and sport award recipients today.

Toormina applauds these and the personal and character development achievements of its students.

We applaud: students who do the right thing when no one is looking; kindness to others; welcoming of
visitors and new school members; generosity with time, friendship and acceptance; generosity in giving to
international and local charities such as Rotary Shelter Boxes, the Cancer Council and the P&C fundraising
requests.

We understand that at times families have difficulty in making ends meet financially. Our school needs all
our students to look forward to the coming school year with excitement and confidence.VWe do not want
financial difficulty to be an impediment to learning for any of our students so for the introduction of our
new uniform for the beginning of 2015 we ask that if you cannot afford the $60 for a shirt and shorts set
which will be the everyday uniform available for all students, you let us know so that we can supply your
child with uniform during the last week of the school holidays when the uniform shop will be open.

| know that you will not ask for the support if you do not need it. If you do need it then ask in the
confidence that your request will be seen as confidential and as an opportunity for us to support your child
from the beginning of the year.

We thank all those who have contributed to the education of our students over the past year: the P&C,
particularly the President, Michelle Bake; Maree in our canteen; the SRC; the Gay/Straight Alliance; the
School Learning and Support Officers; our Norta Norta tutors; the General Assistant; cleaners; our
teaching staff.

Our focus in 2015 will focus on developing our students’ outcomes in HSC achievement, vocational
education, skills for learning and literacy. Parents can be of major influence in their children’s access to
education just by encouraging them to read engaging and imaginative literature for half an hour each day.
Literacy is one of the key factors in accessing all curriculum areas and its value cannot be overemphasised.

| wish all the very best for the holiday season.Thank you for all you do for our school. |
hope 2015 is a great year for you all.
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